Asian Immigration Assighment
Timeline of Chinese Immigration and Exclusion

1848=> Gold discovered at Sutter's Mill, California; many Chinese arrive to mine for gold.

1850=> Foreign Miners’ tax mainly targets Chinese and Mexican miners.

1852=>» Approximately 25,000 Chinese in America.

1854=> Court rules that Chinese cannot give testimony in court.

1862=> Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association forms.

1865=> Central Pacific Railroad recruits Chinese workers; ultimately employs about 15,000 Chinese
workers.

1869=DFirst transcontinental railroad completed.

1870=> California passes a law against the importation of Chinese and Japanese women for prostitution.
1871=>» Los Angeles: anti-Chinese violence; 18 Chinese killed.

1873=> Panic of 1873; start of major economic downturn that last through the decade; blamed on
corrupt RR companies.

1877=» Chico, CA: anti-Chinese violence.

1878=> Court rules Chinese ineligible for naturalized citizenship.

1880=> Approximately 106,000 Chinese in America; California passes anti-miscegenation law (no
interracial marriage).

1882=> Chinese Exclusion Act: prohibits Chinese immigration (in one year, Chinese immigration drops
from 40,000 to 23).

1885=> Rock Springs Wyoming Anti-Chinese Violence.

1892=> Geary Act—extends Chinese Exclusion Act.

Document A: Workingmen of San Francisco

We have met here in San Francisco tonight to raise our voice to you in warning of a great danger that
seems to us imminent, and threatens our almost utter destruction as a prosperous community.

The danger is, that while we have been sleeping in fancied security, believing that the tide of Chinese
immigration to our State had been checked and was in a fair way to be entirely stopped, our opponents,
the pro-China wealthy men of the land, have been wide-awake and have succeeded in reviving the
importation of this Chinese slave-labor. So that now, hundreds and thousands of Chinese are every
week flocking into our State.

Today, every avenue to labor, of every sort, is crowded with Chinese slave labor worse than it was eight
years ago. The boot, shoe and cigar industries are almost entirely in their hands. In the manufacture of
men’s overalls and women’s and children’s underwear they run over three thousand sewing machines
night and day. They monopolize nearly all the farming done to supply the market with all sorts of
vegetables. This state of things brings about a terrible competition between our own people, who must
live as civilized Americans, and the Chinese, who live like degraded slaves. We should all understand that
this state of things cannot be much longer endured.



Document B: The page above comes from a play called “The Chinese Must Go:” A Farce in Four Acts by
Henry Grimm, published in San Francisco, 1879.

Document C: Political Cartoon, 1871 The cartoon was drawn by Thomas Nast for Harper’s Weekly, a
Northern magazine. In this cartoon, we see Columbia, the feminine symbol of the United States,
protecting a Chinese man against a gang of Irish and German thugs. At the bottom it says "Hands off-

Gentlemen! America means fair play for all men."
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Document D: Autobiography of a Chinese Immigrant
The treatment of the Chinese in this country is all wrong and mean. . .

There is no reason for the prejudice against the Chinese. The cheap labor cry was always a falsehood.
Their labor was never cheap, and is not cheap now. It has always commanded the highest market price.
But the trouble is that the Chinese are such excellent and faithful workers that bosses will have no
others when they can get them. If you look at men working on the street you will find a supervisor for
every four or five of them. That watching is not necessary for Chinese. They work as well when left to
themselves as they do when someone is looking at them.

It was the jealousy of laboring men of other nationalities — especially the Irish—that raised the outcry
against the Chinese. No one would hire an Irishman, German, Englishman or Italian when he could get a
Chinese, because our countrymen are so much more honest, industrious, steady, sober and painstaking.
Chinese were persecuted, not for their vices [sins], but for their virtues [good qualities].



There are few Chinamen in jails and none in the poor houses. There are no Chinese tramps or drunkards.
Many Chinese here have become sincere Christians, in spite of the persecution which they have to
endure from their heathen countrymen. More than half the Chinese in this country would become
citizens if allowed to do so, and would be patriotic Americans. But how can they make this country their
home as matters now are! They are not allowed to bring wives here from China, and if they marry
American women there is a great outcry.

Under the circumstances, how can | call this my home, and how can anyone blame me if | take my
money and go back to my village in China?

Based on this document, why did many white Americans support the Chinese Exclusion Act?

Document A
San Francisco
Worker

Document B
Play

Document C
Nast Cartoon

Document D
Chinese
Biography

In 8-10 sentences, answer the following question: Why did Americans pass the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882?

Japanese Immigration Assignment

Directions: Fill in the graphic organizer using the Japanese Immigration Documents on the website. Then
answer the question below in 7-10 sentences:

President Roosevelt intervened in San Francisco’s decision to segregate Japanese students because he
really believed in equal rights for all races. Agree or disagree. Use evidence to support your answer.




According to this document, why did President
Roosevelt intervene in the Japanese segregation
case?

Provide evidence from the document to support your
claim.

What can you infer about the United States in 1906
from this document?
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