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#10

“Liberty is to faction, what air is to fire, an aliment,
without which it instantly expires. But it could not be a
less folly to abolish liberty, which is essential to political
life, because it nourish faction, than it would be to wish
the annihilation of air, which is essential to animal life,
because it imparts to fire its destructive agency.”

#39

"The proposed Constitution... is... neither a national nor a
federal Constitution, but a composition of both. In its
foundation it is federal, not national; in the sources from
which the ordinary powers of the government are drawn,
it is partly federal and partly national; in the operation of
these powers, it is national, not federal...it is neither
wholly federal nor wholly national."

#51

"Ambition must be made to counteract ambition. The
interest of the man must be connected with the
constitutional rights of the place. It may be a reflection on
human nature, that such devices should be necessary to
control the abuses of government. But what is
government itself, but the greatest of all reflections on
human nature? If men were angels, no government would
be necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither
external nor internal controls on government would be
necessary."

#70

“A feeble Executive implies a feeble execution of the
government. A feeble execution is but another phrase for
a bad execution; and a government ill executed, whatever
may be its theory, must be, in practice, a bad
government.”

#78

“The Executive not only dispenses the honors, but holds
the sword of the community. The legislature not only
commands the purse, but prescribes the rules by which
the duties and rights of every citizen are to be regulated.
The judiciary, on the contrary, has no influence over
either the sword or the purse; no direction either of the
strength or of the wealth of the society; and can take no
active resolution whatever. It may truly be said to have
neither FORCE nor WILL, but merely judgment;”




