
Jim Crow South Assignment 

Document: Jim Crow Laws 

Toilets - "Every employer of white or negro males shall provide for such white or negro males reasonably 
accessible and separate toilet facilities." (Alabama law) 

Buses - "All passenger stations in this state operated by any motor transportation company shall have 
separate waiting rooms or space and separate ticket windows for the white and colored races." 
(Alabama law) 

Restaurants - "It shall be unlawful to conduct a restaurant or other place for the serving of food in the 
city, at which white and colored people are served in the same room, unless such white and colored 
persons are effectually separated by a solid partition extending from the floor upward to a distance of 
seven feet or higher, and unless a separate entrance from the street is provided for each compartment." 
(Alabama law) 

Amateur Baseball - "It shall be unlawful for any amateur white baseball team to play baseball on any 
vacant lot or baseball diamond within two blocks of a playground devoted to the Negro race, and it shall 
be unlawful for any amateur colored baseball team to play baseball in any vacant lot or baseball 
diamond within two blocks of any playground devoted to the white race." (Georgia law) 

Schools - "[The County Board of Education] shall provide schools of two kinds; those for white children 
and those for colored children." (Texas law) 

Prison - "The warden shall see that the white convicts shall have separate apartments for both eating 
and sleeping from the negro convicts." (Mississippi law) 

1. How did the laws above enforce racial segregation? 

Source: Lynching During Jim Crow Chart 

 

2. How does this chart reflect the treatment of African Americans in the Jim Crow South? 



Source: W.E.B. Du Bois Exhibition 

 

      All African American baseball team.                                African American row housing on a mud street in Georgia. 

 

3. How do the images above reflect the lives of African Americans in the Jim Crow South? 

 

4. Explain the meaning of the cartoon below and how it reflects the Jim Crow South. 



Source: Voting Restrictions in the South 

Just as whites in Southern states were passing laws establishing legal segregation barriers, they 

also began to develop legal justifications for denying blacks their ballots. North Carolina began 

this trend in 1889 by demanding very precise information about a potential voter's age and 

birthplace, information many former slaves did not have. 

    White Mississippians however, quickly took the lead in innovative ways to circumvent the 

Fifteenth Amendment. They came up with the poll tax, requiring people to have paid it for the 

previous two years before voting. Since most African Americans were poor and confined to a 

credit economy, this measure greatly restricted access to the voting booth. In some states, this 

became a cumulative poll tax; voters had to pay off all their taxes before voting. Once a person 

got behind, it was virtually impossible for him to catch back up again. This also ended the 

eligibility of many poor whites as well. 

    Other devices included the grandfather clause, which said that a person was eligible to vote if 

his grandfather had been eligible to vote. In the 1890s, that applied almost exclusively to 

whites. In the South, where the Democratic Party was the only game in town, the party 

primaries represented the real electoral battles. In another move designed to deny black voices, 

the Democratic Party made their primaries for whites only.   

    The literacy tests and understanding clauses were the most imaginative ways to exclude 

black voters while keeping white voters eligible. Aspiring voters had to read a passage of the 

state constitution selected by the county registrar and explain its significance to the registrar's 

satisfaction. The idea, of course, was that whites could "satisfactorily" answer any question 

while blacks could do nothing to appease their inquisitor. Edward Ayers explains the whites' 

attitude by offering the contemporaneous quote, "if every Negro in Mississippi was a graduate 

of Harvard, and had been elected as class orator . . . he would not be as well fitted to exercise 

the right of suffrage. 

5. What Amendment guaranteed African Americans the right to vote? 

6. How did the Jim Crow South restrict African American voters? Provide examples/ 

7. Why was it important for whites to limit the number of African American voters in the 

South? 

Document A: Source: Excerpt from Booker T. Washington’s ‘Atlanta Compromise’ speech, 1895. 

Booker T. Washington was born a slave in 1856 and was nine years old when slavery ended. He 

became the principal of the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, a school designed to teach blacks 

industrial skills. Washington was a skillful politician and speaker, and he won the support of 



whites in the North and South who donated money to the school. On September 18, 1895, 

Booker T. Washington spoke before a mostly white audience in Atlanta. 

Ignorant and inexperienced, it is not strange that in the first years of our freedom we began at 

the top instead of at the bottom; that a seat in Congress or the state legislature was more 

attractive than starting a dairy farm or garden. 

A ship lost at sea for many days passed a friendly ship and sent out a signal, “Water, water; we 

die of thirst!” The answer from the friendly ship at once came back, “Cast down your bucket 

where you are.” A second time the signal, “Water, water; send us water!” ran up from the 

distressed ship, and was answered, “Cast down your bucket where you are” . . . .The captain of 

the distressed vessel (ship), at last heeding (listening to) the injunction (order), cast down his 

bucket, and it came up full of fresh, sparkling water. 

To those of my race I would say: “Cast down your bucket where you are”— cast it down in 

making friends with the Southern white man, who is your next-door neighbor. Cast it down in 

agriculture, mechanics, in commerce, in domestic service. . . . No race can prosper till it learns 

that there is as much dignity in tilling a field as in writing a poem. It is at the bottom of life we 

must begin, and not at the top. 

To those of the white race who look to foreign immigrants for the prosperity of the South, I 

would repeat what I say to my own race, “Cast down your bucket where you are.” Cast it down 

among the eight millions of Negroes, whose fidelity (loyalty) and love you have tested. . . . As 

we have proved our loyalty to you in the past . . . so in the future, in our humble way, we shall 

stand by you with a devotion that no foreigner can approach. . . . In all things that are purely 

social we can be as separate as the fingers, yet one as the hand in all things essential to mutual 

progress. 

8. From this document I would guess that WHITE PEOPLE IN THE SOUTH at this time were 

feeling… 

9. Given what was happening at the time, this was a good/ bad speech because . . . 

10. I think Washington chose these words because they probably made WHITE PEOPLE 

feel… 

11. The author is trying to convince the audience that… 

12. The most powerful line in this speech is . . . (explain) 

 

 

 



Document B: Source: W. E. B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk (Chicago, 1903). 

The most influential public critique of Booker T. Washington came in 1903 when black leader 

and intellectual W.E.B. DuBois published an essay in his book, The Souls of Black Folk. DuBois 

rejected Washington’s message and instead called for political power, insistence on civil rights, 

and the higher education of African-American youth. DuBois was born and raised a free man in 

Massachusetts and was the first African American to earn a PhD from Harvard. 

The most striking thing in the history of the American Negro since 1876 is the rise of Mr. Booker 

T. Washington. His leadership began at the time when Civil War memories and ideals were 

rapidly passing; a day of astonishing commercial development was dawning; a sense of doubt 

and hesitation overtook the freedmen’s sons. Mr. Washington came at the psychological 

moment when whites were a little ashamed of having paid so much attention to Negroes 

[during Reconstruction], and were concentrating their energy on dollars. 

Mr. Washington practically accepts the alleged inferiority of the Negro races. Mr. Washington 

withdraws many of the high demands of Negroes as men and American citizens. He asks that 

black people give up, at least for the present, three things— 

First, political power; Second, insistence on civil rights; Third, higher education of Negro youth, 

— and concentrate all their energies on industrial education, the accumulation of wealth, and 

the pacifying (calming down) of the South. As a result of this tender of the palm-branch (peace 

offering), what has been the return? In these years there have occurred: 

1. The disfranchisement (taking away the right to vote) of the Negro; 2. The legal creation of a 

distinct status of civil inferiority for the Negro; 3. The steady withdrawal of aid from institutions 

for the higher training of the Negro. 

Mr. Washington’s doctrine has tended to make the whites, North and South, shift the burden of 

the Negro problem to the Negro’s shoulders and stand aside as critical spectators (onlookers); 

when in fact the burden belongs to the nation, and the hands of none of us are clean if we do 

not all work on righting these great wrongs. 

13. From this document I would guess that AFRICAN AMERICANS at this time were feeling… 

14. This might not give me the whole picture of Booker T. Washington because. . . 

15. DuBois is trying to convince readers that… 

16. The most powerful line in this speech is . . . (explain) 

17. Corroboration Together, these two documents tell me that at this time . . . 


