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The Main ldea

% The Homestead Act
opened up the Great
Plains for many people to
settle on which helped
Westward Expansion.




The Homestead Act (1862)

# Offered free land to Americans
to settle In the Great Plains.

* It encouraged people to start
their own lives and make a
fortune In the west.
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The Morrill Act (1862)

* Gave public lands to build colleges
and universities which would
benefit agriculture and mechanical
arts.

*A&T, A&M, State Universities
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Pacific Rallway Act

% An Act to aid in the Construction of a
Railroad and Telegraph Line from the

Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean. . . .

% Gave land to build a transcontinental
railroad across the country.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CdAzizWiyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CdAzizWiyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CdAzizWiyI

Federal Land Grants to Railroads as of 1871

Besides land, the government provided loans of $16,000 for each mile built on level land,
$32,000 for each mile built on hilly terrain, and $48,000 for each mile in high mountain country.
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[] Land reserved for grants to railroads

I Approximate area of land actually
received by railroads

Source: Robert A. Divine et al., America Past and Present, Scott, Foresman and Company, 1987 (adapted



Impact of the Transcontinental
Railroad

* It allowed for the
creation of a
nationwide market and

the expansion of the
U.S. economy.




The Transcontinental Railroad

* Rallroad that went across the country (East
to West), finished in 1869.

* More railroads began being built further
connecting and expanding the country.

* Irish, German, English, African American,
and Native American workers.



Union Pacific
Completed later
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Great Plains Homesteaders




Great Plains

AKA “Great American Desert”




Homestead Act (1862)

i
Uncle Sam Will FREE HOMES IN MINNESOTA.|
Give You a Home ==t !

Bureav or St.TISTICS,
l " St. Pau), May, 1862 }

Epitor DiyMocrAT:—Uuder (he liomeetead'
Law recently passed by Cougress, Minnesota
offers to free settlement &' much larger area of |
public lauds. and better adapted to successiul )
agriculiurein soil, climate and situation rela- |
tively to thegrest avinues of inland commerce,
tian any other Western Siate,

Minuesota contains £3,760,000 acres of land.
Of this the whole narea appropriated by setile-
ment or purchase is about 6,600,000 acres, and
there are 8 360.000 acres of School Lands,
IN THE leaving 43,950,000 acrcs atill open to free setile-

FLATHEAD ]NDIAN ment inder the operation of the llomcatead

Law

RESERVATION Three quarters of this surface consists of

WESTERN MONTANA rolling grairie, interspersed with frequent

groves, oak openings aud belts of hard wood

Ny va fn Lise of s timoer, watered Ly numberless lakes and
ot e streame, and covered with & warm, dark soil

of great fertility., Therest, embracing the el-

1909 ad for land under the 1862 article in the St. Cloud
Homestead Act Democrat




Pacific Railway Act (1862)
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6 PER,CT. INTEREST AND LOW PRICES.

Dndy Oos.Saventh of Principal Due Annually, beginning Four Years afler purchase,
20 PER CENT, DEDUGCTED FIHOM 30 YEARS #HICE, FON CABM,

LAND EXPLORING TICKETS SOLD
2l Gost allowed Iy Flest [uberest, pabd, oo Tand boaght In 3 dsys from date of ticket.
Wlliais boowd Fatins® 2rugs vn QO G RT A PN P A58 o 40 Stoeo wikeve the Land bovghd (s Mostod,
Fhewy TETONS wrw BETTEL 0t $5, (0o o jrrpsesipil Lnnted Socten Land of K250 pw dove,
CETHAARDEIRARY INDECEWENTS on FHEIGHT aad PASSAAE are AFFIRDED T8 MERCRASE S s THES FAMILIE

Address GEO, 8. HANNIS LAND COMMISSIONDR, '3
or T, L. LEAVITT, Ass't Land Comn'r, Burlington, lowa.
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Map of Union Pacific rails in
the Great Plains in 1888.

An 1872 advertisement
from a railroad for
inexpensive land for sale
in lowa and Nebraska in




Solomon D. Butcher

Butcher in 1886 Custer County, Nebraska
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ans on the Plaite Va cy .
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A Pawnee encampment in 1866







Order of Operations

 Complete the Westward
Expansion Document Analysis.




