
Legislation & The West 



The Main Idea 

The Homestead Act 

opened up the Great 

Plains for many people to 

settle on which helped 

Westward Expansion. 



The Homestead Act (1862) 

Offered free land to Americans 

to settle in the Great Plains. 

It encouraged people to start 

their own lives and make a 

fortune in the west. 



 



The Morrill Act (1862) 

Gave public lands to build colleges 

and universities which would 

benefit agriculture and mechanical 

arts. 

A&T, A&M, State Universities 





Pacific Railway Act 

An Act to aid in the Construction of a 

Railroad and Telegraph Line from the 

Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean. . . . 

Gave land to build a transcontinental 

railroad across the country. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CdAzi

zWiyI  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CdAzizWiyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CdAzizWiyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CdAzizWiyI




Impact of the Transcontinental 

Railroad 

It allowed for the 

creation of a 

nationwide market and 

the expansion of the 

U.S. economy. 



The Transcontinental Railroad  

Railroad that went across the country (East 

to West), finished in 1869. 

More railroads began being built further 

connecting and expanding the country. 

Irish, German, English, African American, 

and Native American workers. 

 



The Transcontinental Railroad  



 



 



 



 



 



Great Plains Homesteaders 
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Great Plains 

AKA “Great American Desert” 
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Homestead Act (1862) 

1909 ad for land under the 
Homestead Act 

1862 article in the St. Cloud 
Democrat 
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Pacific Railway Act (1862) 

Map of Union Pacific rails in 
the Great Plains in 1888. 

An 1872 advertisement 
from a railroad for 

inexpensive land for sale 
in Iowa and Nebraska in  
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Solomon D. Butcher 

Butcher in 1886 Custer County, Nebraska 
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Displacement of the Pawnee 

A Pawnee encampment in 1866 



Central Historical Question 

What can Solomon Butcher’s 

photographs tell us about life 

for homesteaders on the Great 

Plains in the 1880s? 
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Order of Operations 

• Complete the Westward 

Expansion Document Analysis.  


