
Pendleton Act (1883) 

An act to regulate and improve the civil service of the United States. 

1. What is civil service? 

SEC. 2. That it shall be the duty of said commissioners: 

First, for open, competitive examinations for testing the fitness of 

applicants for the public service now classified or to be classified here- 

under. Such examinations shall be practical in their character, and so 

far as may be shall relate to those matters which will fairly test the 

relative capacity and fitness of the persons examined to discharge the 

duties of the service into which they seek to be appointed. 

2. What does the section above now require by law? 

Second, that all the offices, places, and employments so arranged or to 

be arranged in classes shall be filled by selections according to grade 

from among those graded highest as the results of such competitive 

examinations. 

3. What is established from the excerpt above? 

Fifth, that no person in the public service is for that reason under any 

obligations to contribute to any political fund, or to render any political 

service, and that he will not be removed or otherwise prejudiced for 

refusing to do so. 

4. Why is this clause in here? What is it trying to prevent? 

SEC. 8. That no person habitually using intoxicating beverages to excess 

shall be appointed to, or retained in, any office, appointment, or 

employment to which the provisions of this act are applicable. 

5. What does this provision say about society in 1883? 

 


