
Post War Havoc 



The Main Idea 

• In the years following 

World War I, the United 

States was a nation of 

domestic chaos and 

violence. 



The Main Idea (Red Scare)  

• After World War I, a 

widespread fear of 

communism began to 

develop in the United 

States. 



The Russian Revolution 

• Overthrew the 

Russian Czar. 

• World’s first 

communist state 

created by Vladimir 

Lenin  

• Promoted revolutions 

around the world 

 Vladimir Lenin 



Fear In America 

• Post WWI, there were 

many labor strikes. 

• Many Americans 

believed that labor 

troubles were the 

result of Bolshevism. 

• The same ideas that led 

to the Russian 

Revolution. 

 



 



The Unrest Rises 

• Communism becomes popular with a small 

number of Americans. 

• A fear that communism was spreading 

frightened many Americans. 

• In 1919 & 1920, there were a couple of acts 

of violence that was associated with the 

communist. 



Palmer Raids Video 

 



The Palmer Raids 

• Attorney General A. 

Mitchell Palmer began to  

"tear out the radical seeds 

that have entangled 

American ideas in their 

poisonous theories." (Palmer 

aspired for Democratic pres. 

nom. in 1920) 



The Palmer Raids 

• Targeted groups that were viewed as 

radicals. 

• Communists, anarchist, etc. 

• Had radicals arrested and deported to 

Russia. 

• Many were US citizens 

• Many of these people were arrested without 

warrants or formal charges. 

• Violated their civil rights. 

 





The Impact 

• Most Americans were against 

Palmer’s actions. 

• Palmer was eventually 

discredited and fell out of the 

public spotlight. 

• Labor Unions fell apart. 



RACIAL TENSION POST WWI 

(1919) 



 



The Main Idea 

• Immediately following 

World War I, there was 

social unrest and racial 

tensions in the United 

States. 
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The Rise of the KKK 

• KKK reached height in the 1920’s 

• 5 million members 

• Platform 

• Against 

• Blacks 

• Immigrants 

• Jews 

• Catholics 

• Pacifists 

• Communists 

• Gamblers 
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Red Summer of Hate 

• Many African Americans had migrated 

north during the Great Migration. 

• This caused great unrest after the war as 

white males returned to their jobs occupied 

by African Americans and moved back into 

the cities. 

• Racial Violence broke out and people were 

killed. 



Race Riots Video 

 



Order of Operations 

• Complete the Post War 

Havoc Assignment 
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