
POST WAR PROSPERITY 



The Big Idea 

Post World War II, the 

US experienced 

economic growth and 

prosperity. 



America Post World War II 

Soldiers Returning Home 

Worry about a post-war drop in the 

economy. 

The demand for consumer goods rose 

sharply after the war. 

Racial minorities began to press for 

better opportunities. 





 



Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (1944) 

 Known as the GI Bill 

 Provided veterans of World War II benefits. 

 The GI Bill helped produce a highly trained 

workforce and reduce unemployment by allowing 

veterans to attend school. 

 Supplied loans to veterans to buy homes, to go 

back to school, start businesses, and provided 

money to those who could not find work. 



 



The Baby Boom 

 The baby boom refers 

to the increased 

birthrate that occurred 

from 1946 to 1964.  

 Returning soldiers 

were ready to settle 

down began to marry 

and raise families. 

 



The Birth Rate 

 Economic growth helped couples afford having 

children. Because of this, the birth rate soared. 

 A country’s birthrate is calculated as the number of 

births per 1,000 women. The U.S. birthrate jumped 

from 83.4 in 1945 to 100.4 in one year. The 

birthrate continued to climb to its peak of 117.7 in 

1957. It did not return to below 90 until 1967. From 

1946 to 1964, Americans gave birth to 75.9 million 

babies. 



 



Video 1 

 



 





Prosperity in America 

 The demand for goods brought an increase in 

jobs. 

 Farmers found jobs in urban manufacturing areas. 

 Manufacturing jobs paid good salaries, so 

more manufacturing jobs meant more workers 

with enough income to purchase more consumer 

goods. 

 U.S. manufacturing was thriving because the 

U.S. was helping rebuild Europe. 



Prosperity in America 

Many of America’s major industries were 
booming because of World War II. 

Consumer spending rose. 

1946, $143 Billion 

1961, $335 Billion 

 The number of white collar jobs rose. 

Managers, Accountants, Sales, Banking, 
Advertising 

 



The Nation & Health 

 

 

 

 The 1950’s was a 

period of medical 

breakthroughs. 

 The polio vaccine was 

discovered.  

 The Double Helix of 

DNA was discovered 

which assisted the 

medical field. 

 



Closing the Gap 

 Throughout the1950s, income and wealth inequality 

decreased.  

 The average real income of the top 10 percent of 

earners grew by 23 percent, while the average 

real income of the entire country increased by 28 

percent.  

 Many found that the economic boom created new 

opportunities, but not all Americans shared equally 

in the prosperity. 



Women & the Workforce 

 Women were pressured to give up their war time 

jobs to soldiers returning home. 

 Women were considered the home makers. 

 Advertising focused on the nuclear family with a 

stay-at-home mom, a father who worked, and 

several children.  

 In spite of this, the number of women working 

increased to around 60%. 

 Families wanted/needed a 2nd income 



Video 2 

 



Poverty & Race 

Poverty decreased dramatically. 

34.5 million families were still  living in 

poverty. 

More than half of African American 

families lived below the poverty 

level. 

Segregation was still an issue. 



Native Americans  

 Beginning in 1945, however, the U.S. Bureau of 

Indian Affairs began programs called termination 

and relocation to try to assimilate and integrate 

Native Americans. 

 Native American people were offered free job and 

general education, temporary housing, and small 

amounts of cash.  

 

 



Native Americans  

 Relocation programs encouraged nearly 

750,000 Native Americans to move to cities. 

 The job training and education offered 

prepared people for only the lowest-paid jobs.  

 Many faced problems of poverty and 

alcoholism.  

 Many ended up back on reservations. 

 



Federal-Aid Highway Act (1956) 

 Idea thought of by 

Dwight. D Eisenhower 

 Created a 41,000-

mile National System 

of Interstate and 

Defense Highways 

 Would assist in travel, 

commerce, and 

defense activities. 



Impact of Highways 

1. Decreased travel 

time. 

2. Development of 

suburbs. 
 

 

 









New Communities 

 The housing industry began following the 

assembly line to mass produce homes and 

developing communities. 

 Levittown was the most famous of the new 

suburban communities. 

 The U.S. population was beginning a shift in 

settlement to the so-called Sunbelt—the 

southern and western parts of the country. 
 





 



 



 



 



Order of Operations 

 Complete the Post War Prosperity Assignment 


