
T H E  T E M P E R A N C E  M O V E M E N T  

SOCIAL REFORMS 



THE MAIN IDEA 

•Progressives saw the 

opportunity to reform aspects 

of society such as: 

•Alcohol Consumption 

•Child & Women’s Labor 

• Social Welfare of the People 



FIGHT AGAINST CHILD LABOR 

• In 1900. there were no laws that prevented child labor. 

• Children were employed in a wide range of industries at the 
time, including textiles, mining, manufacturing, and 
agriculture.  

• They often faced dangerous working conditions and long 
hours. 

• Some factory, mine, and mill owners preferred to hire children 
because they could pay them less than adult workers.  

• Many poor families allowed their children to work because 
they desperately needed money for food and shelter. 

• Progressive reformers argued that the conditions were 
inhumane and that children should have opportunities to 
attend school instead of working long hours.  





NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE 
& LEWIS HINE 

• In 1908, the NCLC hired 
Lewis Hine to take 
photographs of child 
workers to increase 
public support for their 
cause. 

• Over ten years,  Hine 
would travel tens of 
thousands of miles 
across the country 
taking photographs of 
children working in a 
wide variety of jobs.  









CHILD LABOR LAWS 

• The public began to support 
legislation against child labor. 

• The federal government passed 
laws which were both struck 
down by the Supreme Court. 
• Keating-Owen Act 
• Child Labor Tax Law 

• Finally in 1938,  the Fair Labor 
Standards Act set 14 as the 
minimum age for all non-farm 
work. 

• It also prevented children aged 
14 to 15 from working during 
school hours and from taking 
jobs in manufacturing or mining.  



TEMPERANCE & 
PROHIBITION  



PROHIBITION MOVEMENT 

• Had its roots in the 
Temperance 
Movement of the 19th 
century. 

• People began 
criticizing alcohol 
consumption and 
blamed it for items like: 
• Disease 
• Poverty 

• Child neglect 

• Domestic abuse 

The Tree of Temperance,” 1855, 

shows the social and moral 

benefits of temperance. 





PROHIBITION MOVEMENT 

• By the end of the 
1800’s /Start of the 
Progressive Era, there 
were increasing calls 
for prohibition, which  is 
a legal ban on alcohol. 

• Groups (Pushed For 
Banning it): 
• Woman’s Christian 

Temperance Union 
(WCTU)  

• Anti Saloon League (ASL) 

 Anti-Saloon League of America 

poster showing menacing hand 

over young girl, 1917 



18TH AMENDMENT 



18TH AMENDMENT 

•Outlawed the 
manufacture, 
sale, or 
transportation 
of intoxicating 
liquors 
(alcohol) in the 
United States. 



Law enforcement agents 

confiscating crates of liquor 

in Colorado c. 1920 

Agents destroying 

barrels of beer in 

Pennsylvania in 1924 



Bootlegger’s car that crashed during a high-speed 

chase with federal law enforcement agents in 

1922 



21ST AMENDMENT END PROHIBITION 



ORDER OF OPERATIONS 

• Complete the Social Reforms Packet 


