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Oil Tycoon: Comparing Perspectives  
Task: read through John D. Rockefeller’s Random Reminiscences and Ida Tarbell’s History of 
Standard Oil to complete the chart below. 
 

Support of Standard Oil’s Trust Criticism of Standard Oil’s Trust 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Follow up Question: Who makes a more persuasive argument? Why? 
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