
The Gilded Age 



The Main Idea  

The late 19th century  was  a 
period of growth in America. 
The rapid growth created new 
challenges around the issues of 
immigration, race relations, 
politics, and business.  



What is the Gilded Age? 

A term used to describe the United 
States from 1870-1890 where people 
flaunted (showed off) their wealth.  

The appearance was that everything 
was growing and America was great.  

However, if you examined underneath 
the surface, you could see suffering, 
corruption, and despair. 
 

 



Year US Population 

1850 23.2 Million 

1900 76.2 Million 



Growth of Immigration 

1. Poverty in Europe 

2. Economic 
Opportunities in 
America 

3. Religious Freedom 
(Jews) 

4. Positive Appeal of the 
United States 

1. Political and 
Economic Freedom 



New Immigrants 

 Italians 

 Croats 

 Slovaks 

 Poles 

 Russians 

 Religious Groups: 

 Catholics, Greek & 
Russian Orthodox 

 Germans 

 Irish 

 British 

 Protestants 

Old vs. New Immigrants  

Old Immigrants 







Why did few migrate to the South? 



Journey to America 

Many  immigrants could barely afford a 
ticket to come to the U.S. 

They could only pack what they could 
carry. (Clothes, photograph, tools for 
their trade) 

Many would wait in line for hours to try 
to get on a ship and in many cases it 
was very dangerous to do this. 



Journey to America 

Steerage= Where most immigrants 
traveled on the ship.  

Steerage was located on the lowest 
decks of the ship with no private 
cabins, and was dirty and crowded.  

Seasickness was an issue in rough 
weather and illnesses spread quickly in 
the lower decks.  



 



 



Immigrants Arrive in America 

2 ports of entry into the U.S.  
Ellis Island- New York City 
Angel Island- San Francisco Bay 

To enter the ports immigrants 
had to be healthy and show they 
had money, a skill, or a sponsor 
to provide for them.  



Ellis Island 
was built in 
1892 as the 

1st  
“Immigration 

Center” 

Later, closed 
in the 1940s 

Today it is a 
museum. 

 
•The goal was to “screen” immigrants coming from Europe. 

•Immigrants took physical examinations and were held at Ellis Island before they 

were released to the US mainland. 

 











 
Angel Island 

Most Chinese and Asian immigrants 
came through here (San Francisco Bay) 

Opened in 1910.  

Made it very hard for Chinese 
immigrants to come into the U.S. 



 



 



Rise of Cities Video 

 



The Rise of Cities 

Immigrants 
migrated to the 
United States 
cities in search 
of economic 
opportunities 
(Jobs). 



The Rise of Cities 

The rise in the 
number of jobs in 
cites led to the 
increasing 
number of people 
that live in urban 
areas. 
 



  



Immigrants & Cities  

This is a break 

down of New 

York City in 

2012 (Ethnic 

Group) 

(Ethnic Enclaves) 



Immigrants Face Hostility 

 American natives felt threatened by the 
new immigrants. 

 Nativism belief that native born white 
Americans were superior to immigrants. 

 Competition for jobs and homes often 
fueled resentment and religious and 
cultural differences caused tensions as 
well. 
 



Immigrants Assimilate Into Society 

Assimilate = to fit in. 

Most immigrants stayed in cities and 
lived in ethnic neighborhoods called 
ghettos. 

These neighborhoods would share the 
same language, religion, and culture. 

By 1890 many cities had a huge 
immigrant population. 4/5 people in 
NYC were immigrants.  



Assimilation 

Americanization = helping newcomers 
learn American ways. (Language, 
customs, dress, and diet) 

America became known as the 
“Melting Pot”. 

 Immigrants usually stuck with their 
native cultures but children of 
immigrants were more likely to adopt 
American ways. 



American’s Issues With Immigrants (1880) 

Didn’t Speak English 

Took Jobs Away From 
Americans 

Different Religion 

Viewed As Criminals 
 



Sound Familiar? 



Government Legislation 

 Chinese Exclusion Act = 
1882  Banned 
immigration of Chinese 
people from China. 

 A later ruling said the 
Chinese who were 
already in America were 
considered U.S. citizens.  

 The Chinese were willing 
to work for lower wages 
and took jobs from 
Nativist. 

 



How the Other Half Lives 

Jacob Riis 
 Documents  

tenement living in 
New York City 
slums in the 1880s 

 Documented his 
reporting using 
flash 
photography. 

 



 



 



 













Settlement Houses 

 Designed to help 
immigrants assimilate 
to life in America. 

 Taught English, and 
other skills necessary 
to be successful in 
America. 

 Hull House Jane 
Adams Most famous. 



The Social Gospel 

Religious clergy 
began 
preaching for 
social justice for 
the poor. 

Salvation Army 
emerged. 
 



Immigrants Change America 

Immigrants changed America in 
many ways. 

Fueled industrial growth 

Acquired citizenship 

Elected politicians 

Made their traditions a part of 
American culture 

 



Order of Operations 

 Read Fear of Foreigners and answer the following 2 
questions in 7-10 sentences total. (Provide 
Evidence) 

 Has America’s treatment/feelings toward immigrants 
stayed the same or changed over time? Why? 

 Which group do you feel has been most mistreated 
and why? 

 Read the Angel & Ellis Island Assignment  

 Answer the Questions on the same document. 

 


