
1914-1918: 

The Road 

to War 



The Main Idea 

▪  When World War I began, the 
United States practiced 
isolationism and remained 
neutral. However, events would 
bring the U.S. into the conflict. 



The MAIN Causes 

▪Militarism 
▪Alliances  
▪Imperialism 
▪Nationalism 



1881 

Austro-Serbian Alliance 

  

Austria-Hungary made an 

alliance with Serbia to stop 

Russia gaining control of 

Serbia  

1882 

The Triple Alliance 

  

 Germany and Austria- 

Hungary made an alliance 

with Italy to stop Italy from 

taking sides with Russia  

1914 

Triple Entente (no separate 

peace) 

  

Britain, Russia and France 

agreed not to sign for peace 

separately  

1894 

Franco-Russian Alliance 

  

 Russia formed an alliance 

with France to protect 

herself against Germany 

and Austria-Hungary  

1907 

Triple Entente 

  

 This was made between 

Russia, France and Britain 

to counter the increasing 

threat from Germany.  

1907 

Anglo-Russian Entente 

  

This was an agreement 

between Britain and Russia  

1904 

Entente Cordiale 

  

This was an agreement, but 

not a formal alliance, 

between France and Britain  

1879 

The Dual Alliance 

  

Germany and Austria-Hungary 

made an alliance to protect 

themselves from Russia  



Nationalism 

 



 



The War Begins 

▪The 
assassination 
of Archduke 
Franz 
Ferdinand was 
“the spark” 
that ignited 
Europe into 
Total War. 



Archduke Franz Ferdinand & 
His Family 



The Assassination:  Sarajevo 



    The Assassin: 

Gavrilo 
Princip 



The War Begins 

▪Each nation that was in 
an alliance and had built 
up their military 
declared war on the 
opposite alliance and all 
of Europe fell into war. 



Meanwhile In America 



America’s Neutrality 

▪The American 
public wanted to 
remain isolated 
from events in 
Europe. 
▪“Why should I 
get involved in 
someone else’s 
problems?” 



Why was America neutral? 

▪Economic, 
cultural and 
linguistic ties with 
Britain 
▪Most Americans 
were anti-German, 
especially after 
they discover 
plans for 
industrial 
sabotage. 



American Pacifism 

▪Many 
Americans 
were pacifist 
and wanted 
peace and not 
war. 



Impact of Neutrality 

▪The desire to not be 
involved in foreign 
affairs will lead the 
US to not approve 
the Treaty of 
Versailles after 
World War I. 



The Sinking  
of the Lusitania 



The Sinking  
of the Lusitania 

▪A German U-Boat 
(submarine) sank the 
Lusitania killing 128 
Americans.  
▪Wilson responded with 
a diplomatic warning. 



Economic Links 

▪The U.S. government was 
officially neutral. 
▪U.S. businesses were 
providing goods to the 
British and French. 
▪U.S. Banks had loaned 
the British and French $3 
Billion Dollars. 



The War Debate 

▪Following the Lusitania, 
the country was divided 
on the War. 
▪Some proposed preparing 
the military and country 
for war. 
▪Others campaigned 
against the war. 



Election of 1916 

▪Wilson is 
re-elected 
because he 
“kept us 
out of 
war.” 



Decision for War 

▪The Germans began 
unrestricted submarine 
warfare. 
▪Wilson broke off 
diplomatic relations with 
Germany. 



Decision for War 

▪The Germans began 
unrestricted submarine 
warfare. 



Decision for War 

▪Zimmerman Telegram 
Germany sent Mexico a message 
asking the to ally with Germany 
and go to war with the U.S. 
▪They promised Mexico lands in 
the Southwest United States. 
▪Angered the American People. 



The Zimmerman Telegram 



Decision for War 

▪The Russian Revolution 
Russia was not a 
democracy and when they 
left the war, it removed a 
barrier to U.S. entry to 
the war. 



April 2, 1917 

▪The United States 
declares war on 
Germany and 
enters World War 
I. 



The Yanks 
Are Coming! 



Order of Operations 

▪Complete the World War I 
entry assignment. 


