
Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Development - For each situation, 

decide in which stage of Kohlberg’s theory the person is responding.  On a different piece 

of paper, write the stage and the reason for your response.   

 

1. Tamara has five tests in one day.  She is a good student but did not have time to study 

for her French test.  She knows the person who sits next to her in French class is also a 

good student.  This girl has copied from Tamara on occasion.  Tamara decides to look at 

the other girl’s test for the questions she doesn’t know.  Besides, thinks Tamara, “I never 

should have 5 tests in one day anyway.” 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Juanita’s friends were at the mall, and someone suggested they do a little shoplifting 

just to see if they could get away with it.  Juanita wouldn’t participate and said stealing is 

wrong. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Scott thought about leaving school early and going to a baseball game.  He stayed in 

school because he was afraid of getting caught. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Mohamed lives with his mother in a poor section of the city.  His mother is quite ill 

and needs outpatient services daily at a hospital some miles away from their home.  

Mohamed steals a car to take his mother to a hospital.   

 

 

 

 

 

5. Grant wants to spend time after school volunteering at the hospital.  However, he is a 

good basketball player, and practice interferes with this volunteer program.  His coach 

and other teammates pressure him to play.  Grant decides to play with the team.  

 

Name: 



Erikson’s Social Development - What stage is each of the 

scenarios representing? 

6.____________________________ - Samuel is tired of meeting women at parties, bars, 

and dating lots of different people. Sure, it's fun sometimes, but now he'd rather have one 

special person to settle down with and share his life.  

7.____________________________ - Daniel doesn't want to wear the pajamas his 

mother chose for him. Instead, he STRONGLY prefers last night's (dirty) PJs! Daniel's 

mom agrees and dresses him in his (dirty) PJ selection.  

8.____________________________ - Martin has been a very successful business man 

for nearly 25 years. His 3 children are reaching adulthood. Martin decides to start a small 

business that provides financial advising to young people who are just starting their 

careers.  

9.____________________________ - Timmy's mom pours him a bowl of Cheerios and 

milk. She directs him to go sit at the kitchen table. Timmy reaches for the bowl of 

Cheerios, announcing, "I carry it!" On the way to the table, lots of milk and cereal spill 

on the floor. Mom quietly cleans up the mess and thanks Timmy for his "help."  

10.____________________________ - Baby Christopher's mom feeds him every 3 or 4 

hours, burps him, walks with him when he is fussy and makes sure he is dressed warmly 

every time he goes outside for a walk with her.  

11.____________________________ - It's Little League season and third-grader, 

Jonathan, can't wait! Last spring he was on Junior Little League and every time he was at 

bat, he made a hit. He also caught three fly balls, and won the game for the team! 

Jonathan's coaches, friends and parents are looking forward to Jonathan playing on the 

Little League team this season.  

12.____________________________ - Annie's parents are doctors. Her grandparents are 

doctors. In fact, Annie's parents have told her that after her high school graduation, they 

are looking forward to her entering the same college and medical school they attended. 

Annie waits for just the right time to announce her plans to travel to Europe after high 

school to pursue her interest in drawing and painting, and to learn Italian.  

 


